Your New Puppy – What to look for
Choosing where to buy a puppy  - General considerations
A puppy's first few weeks of life are critical in shaping its future. The environment and influences between four and fourteen weeks (especially four to eight weeks) will affect that puppy for the rest of its life in how it copes with the world. This is known as socialising and you are very much in the hands of the breeder which is why where you buy a puppy is so important.

The Bitch should be healthy and have been screened for hereditary problems, such as Hip Dysplasia, Deafness, Progressive Retinal Atrophy or whatever is appropriate for each breed. You should be shown evidence of such checks where appropriate.

The bitch should be friendly and confident. A nervous bitch exhibiting such tendencies when meeting strangers will communicate to the puppies that it is normal to ‘be nervous’ in similar situations when they grow up. Nervous or aggressive bitches should not be bred from, they will not settle down because of breeding. If puppies are still very young when viewed you may expect the bitch to be protective of them, and make allowances but only when she is actually in with the puppies. 

The puppies must have enough space and be kept as clean as possible. Puppies that romp around and tread in faeces or urine will be very much harder to house train having little concept of hygiene. A good clean bitch given suitable facilities and space will produce puppies that are virtually clean from the day that you take them home. 

Puppies should be inside a normal home, experiencing the usual hubbub of family life, doors banging, children, vacuum cleaners adult visitors and other pets. A good breeder will ensure that puppies are used to being handled and have been stimulated. When reared outside or a special area inside, the only excitement that they get is when someone comes to actually attend to them; they then grow up assuming that if anything is going on that they are ‘part of the action’ i.e.: they are always very excited and/or nervous with strangers, or perhaps only cope with women.  Inside reared puppies have been proved to be calmer and able to dissociate from the action! A spotless outside kennels or barn will be sterile of the normal stimuli of living in the core of a home. Often outside places or special areas are not kept as clean as in the home, and some breeders are not clean inside except perhaps when a puppy purchaser is expected – look for clues, how clean is the house in general, do they clear up immediately an accident occurs or do they ‘deal with that in  a minute!’

Even at five or six weeks the puppies will be showing their characters.  The dominant individuals will have been feeding from the rear glands and sometimes be more developed. The puppy that is going to be a noisy dog will show this when separated. A trained eye can learn a lot at this stage and there are tests that can be applied; a really good breeder may well guide you as to the most suitable puppy for you and your circumstances as they should know the characters of their puppies.

Worming

Roundworm larvae are present in the tissues of the bitch and during pregnancy their hormones stimulate larvae to migrate across the placenta to infect the puppy’s tissues. By three weeks of age some of these will be egg laying adults in the puppy’s stomachs. The bitch cleans up after the puppies and re-infects her tissues for the next litters. Most of the larvae will be dormant in the puppy’s tissues to act as a reservoir to replace worms in their stomachs every time they are removed with wormers. The eggs that the adult worms produce can lie dormant in soil for up to four years and these are what you hear of infecting people (larva migrans) causing eye problems and possibly asthma etc.  Ideally the bitch will have been wormed, not just once or twice, but daily from day forty of pregnancy until several days after giving birth, using a product called Panacur.  This destroys the larvae (that cannot be touched while dormant) as they are migrating. This should produce essentially worm free puppies.  Unfortunately few breeders do this because of the extra cost to them.  It is important therefore that all puppies are wormed from about two weeks old, every week, until eight weeks and thereafter once monthly.  Puppies protected    by the better (but more expensive) method will actually be stronger and the litter more even in size, as well as posing a hugely lower risk to human health.
Dew Claws

These are the extra claws, the equivalent of our thumbs, found inside the front legs, a little up from ground level. These are not needed by modern dogs, and most no longer have them on the back legs. These can pose a problem in that the dog causes itself more damage if it scratches, at its ears for example, catch on owners clothing and scratch you, and in active dogs can catch and be torn when racing around; older and less active dogs will need these clipping regularly. Ideally these can be removed while the puppies are still a few days old, however many breeders fail to do this, again saving another cost that will not be recovered from the puppy purchaser. You should look at this too when choosing your puppy.

Feeding

Many personal views exist here and many breeders are hard to convince that old ways are not as good as some of the easier new ways of feeding. Before the days of quality dog foods a hotchpotch approach of feeding meat and milk meals was adopted. Also tripe was often fed and is extremely outmoded and undesirable. We would recommend dogs being fed on one of perhaps only three quality complete foods.  Currently we feel that Royal Canin Advance Formula or Eukanuba or Iams are the best. When you get a new puppy it is wise to continue to feed the food it is used to at least for a few days until settled in to minimise changes to routines. We would recommend the above for life.  Most veterinary practices will have nurses who will have been specifically trained and can advise you on feeding for life stages and to suit lifestyles; it should however be borne in mind that many manufacturers sponsor such training courses and specific brands may be promoted by individual practices for commercial reasons. In general cheap brands of food are a false economy and it is proven that the cheapest and readily available complete food on the market at half the price of Royal Canin actually costs a lot more per year to feed to your dog because so much more is needed. The dogs will pass up to twice as much and be very prone to wind on these cheaper foods. 
You may find that your puppy goes off its food after a few days at your home, do not worry; this is because the previous competition from its litter-mates and its appetite will return.  Do not change food or pander to the puppy at this time. There are also stress factors for a puppy adapting to its new life.
Dog Appeasement Pheromone – DAP

For about six months after whelping bitches produce a pheromone that has an affect, not only on puppies but also adult dogs as well. It has a calming and cohesive effect on the whole dog pack and makes puppies and young dogs more able and quicker to learn and more relaxed and confident. It has been developed as a treatment to use for a variety of behaviour problems in older dogs. Puppies are very exposed to this from mum and then taken away from the life they know and then put into a new home with no company (or with strangers) and when they most need DAP this is missing. There is therefore a strong argument for the use of DAP for puppies when settling in. The DAP is available as Plug-In Adaptors and now also as collars. The Adaptor should be placed as close as possible to the puppy as much as possible. Ideally right where it sleeps these last about a month and refills are cheaper than the original units.  There is no odour from these the effect being chemical and only on dogs. We recommend and can supply these.

The first few days at home 

Your puppy will have been used to the close physical contact of its litter mates and their body heat. The first few nights it will miss these and is likely to make a noise – calling for its lost mother. Do NOT make the mistake of going back and comforting the puppy. Any contact, whether it is thought to be reassurance, words or physical, shouting or punishment etc. are all in effect a reward. A puppy will extremely quickly learn that ‘if I make a noise someone will reappear and be with me’. If ignored the puppy will often just give up and go to sleep, particularly if there is something to snuggle up to and the bed is cosy and warm. If the puppy is overly persistent in calling and you do in fact go back down to the puppy, the experience MUST be unpleasant and not rewarding. The ONLY punishment boils down to one of the following – a loud noise, water squirted in their face, withdrawal of contact and with older dogs perhaps the word no, but not a syllable more. For a puppy the best is to stand outside the closed door and immediately the puppy makes a noise, open the door, slap the floor or a surface with a rolled up newspaper (not the puppy) and leave immediately; no words no eye contact. The noise must not be associated with you. The puppy learns that the undesirable behaviour results in an unpleasant experience and soon chooses not to continue the exercise. Never take it up to your bedroom, and start as you mean to go on.
A Dog Appeasement Pheromone Adaptor is a good investment as this will help enormously to settle in the puppy – plug it in as close to the puppies bed as possible (you can back an indoor kennel up to a plug socket with one, and put a blanket over the cage to give the very best contact).

A puppy will find the mental challenge of a new home very tiring and should be given time to settle and explore. Too much attention from especially young children should be controlled. It is sensible to keep access to one room initially and to ensure that an area is kept with clean newspaper down. This should be away from food, water, and sleeping areas as a clean puppy will not mess near these, it is best near the outside door. Be aware of the puppy and immediately on waking, after feeding, and if during play they slow down and wander off, these are the times when they should be picked up and put outside as they are likely to wet or mess then. Do not chastise them for wetting or messing in front of you – they may simply learn to go elsewhere when you are not looking and never to do anything in front of you – a potential problem on a walk on a lead – rather pick them up, put them out, and reward with encouraging sounds for going in the right places. Clean up constantly, puppies should never get used to a dirty environment, train your children to help. This applies to gardens and yards as well. Feeding one of the diets as advised here will help as faeces will be reduced in volume and much firmer and easier o clear up, and less smelly.
A collar can be fitted quite soon, but never left on for long – the time can be increased gradually to accustom the puppy. Remember to adjust regularly as they grow rapidly. Two fingers should fit under the collar. A lead can be attached – do not try initially to steer the puppy, just follow with lead attached and once used to the lead gradually influence the direction! This avoids a confrontation and resistance to the lead occurring. When a little older a Figure of Eight, Halti, or Gentle Leader (head collars) allow much better control of a dog in a kind manner in the way that an head collar is superior to a rope around the neck to lead a horse. These head collar devices, properly fitted, need to be used early as starting later on can be difficult to get a dog to accept and they will rub them off. 
A changing selection of toys will keep a puppy interested. These can include empty plastic bottles (minus caps) and Kongs and rope toys. They should not be old shoes or clothing when a puppy may not then differentiate between these and your designer trainers etc. Tug of war games are best avoided and chewing at you clothing and jumping up banned. If a puppy gets over-excited it can be given “time out” away from human contact to calm down. Any signs of early aggression (rough play) can be tackled by placing a puppy on its back in a submissive posture, which is maintained until the puppy does relax and submit.  This should not be used on older dogs if they are already acting in dominant ways and professional help should then be sort. It is important that any young dog growing up in a pack (in this case of humans) should know their place and be “treated as a servant”. Being over fond can result in an owner becoming the dogs servant and will lead to trouble with any dog. 
Avoiding troubles later in life – At your puppies first visit to a vet’s you may get your first lesson. If they complain, wriggle or squeal, at being held or injected, most owners will make reassuring noises and stroke the puppy. This is a natural human behaviour but to the puppy is reward for “behaving badly at the vet’s”. If behaviour is rewarded it gets repeated and most owners train their dogs to behave badly at the vet’s. Rather you should ignore the puppy, just hold it firmly. This lesson is the key to all training. If your dog gets noisy or excited in the car and you talk to, shout, look at, even smack the dog – then all of these will constitute attention i.e.: reward and the problem gets worse. Ignoring the dog or if needs be a loud noise or squirt of water may be a disincentive.  Travel sickness is usually grown out of with familiarity and regular short journeys. Travelling with another dog that travels well can help and your vet’ can supply you with travel sickness tablets for long journeys. DAP Collars recently out may also help as can the adapter at home (the effect is maintained if lots of contact). 
Separation Anxiety - This is a specific area that is well worth understanding – we see a lot of dogs that are destructive, noisy or mess when left alone in the house. This can pose major problems and expense once established. It has roots as described above and is best avoided. Most owners give strong signals that they are leaving and often the return times are very predictable. This builds an association between the leaving, period of absence and the return. It is in anticipating the return that the behaviour issues start. Most owners (particularly children) make a big fuss of a puppy on getting home! As a policy you should ignore a dog when returning home, dissociate attention from any comings and goings. An indoor kennel or crate can be a good investment.  This is a “bedroom with a door” for your puppy. It allows the puppy that has been fed and exercised and to the toilet to be shut in, initially for short periods, not only when left but at other times. It means that they can be easily ignored on your return and get used to resting quietly while you are away. It also physically keeps them out of trouble. 
Vaccinations – the first is usually given between seven and nine weeks of age with a second two weeks later. These cover the serious diseases such as Distemper, Parvo-virus, Hepatitis and Leptospirosis. We would strongly recommend Kennel Cough vaccine at the same time as this is nothing to do with kennels, is air borne and carried by some healthy dogs.  It is rather the common cold of dogs, but causes a hacking cough which in a number of cases leaves a permanent sensitivity and cough when pulling on a lead excited etc. It is not often seen in dogs that have been to kennels because they are usually vaccinated; most cases the vet sees are in dogs that have been nowhere. 
Microchips - These are increasingly popular as a permanent identification for pets. The costs have come down and they have become a safe and reliable way of tracing lost pets owners. The chip is given by injection at any time, but obviously most sensibly at the first vaccinations. 

Insurance - Pet Insurance covers the unexpected. These all cover accidents and acute illness, but not all cover on-going or long term issues. Some such as Pet Plan re-set each year with you paying an initial amount and the insurance the balance each year (the percentage you pay goes up with age, but the pet is always covered), most others cover the balance up to certain limits  but only for one year from the initial problem. A few have cash limit but no time constraint and are a compromise between the other types. 

Allergies  Is anyone allergic to your dog (or cat etc) Petal Cleanse is  a product that can be used to treat pets coats once weekly and can reduce the effects for people who are allergic to the hair or skin dander from some pets.

Dog Training Classes – Do enrol for a dog training class, although you may be able to do a lot at home, there is an advantage in having other dogs and people training with you.

Emergencies – all veterinary practices provide a twenty four hour emergency service accessible by telephoning their normal day time phone number.    
Dalmatians – One of the twelve original recognised dog breeds and with history dating back before Roman times they are an active breed but given a reasonable amount of exercise – off the lead walks or play in an open space with other dogs several times a week, and at least a short walk twice daily can make excellent pets in the home. They were developed from a guarding and hunting origins and are well known for their affinity with horses. They do need to be treated as dogs and to know their status in the home and the rules applied consistently. They are intelligent and enjoy agility obedience and almost all other canine disciplines. With the right start they are good with children and other pets of all sorts. They are one of the healthier breeds in general. They are known for deafness in some puppies (although less than in some other breeds) and you should not buy one unless the puppy has had the Brainstem Auditory Evoked Response hearing test (BAER) with a certificate.

Barut Dalmatians - Our parent dogs have been screened for Hip Dysplasia and all the puppies will have been screened for deafness with the BAER test at the Animal Health Trust Newmarket. The puppies have been reared indoors with regular contact with male and female visitors, adults and children and daily contact with other adult dogs, household noises etc. Most if not all will be fully house trained when they go at seven to eight weeks. The Dew Claws have been removed.  We have been breeding healthy calm Dalmatians as pets for  over twenty years and also work our dogs with horses, winning the National Carriage Dog trials every time we have competed there.
We can supply initial vaccinations (or full courses), Microchips, DAP Adapters and refills, a small or large bag of Royal Canin feed for you to get going with. Also a supply of wormers and flea prevention treatments etc.             
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